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An increase in unusual migrant bird species is also 
probably explained by the unusual weather patterns 
(pages 18 and 21), but clearly there is a longer term 
change happening with species once rarely seen now 
being more frequent or even staying to breed. The effect 
on plants and trees in particular is also very apparent with 
the very dry weather forcing many to focus all effort on 
reproduction in an attempt to survive long term – hence 
the very heavy crops of fruits and nuts, breaking branches 
wherever you look.

Whatever the autumn and winter brings us, I hope you 
enjoy the wildlife in your local patch and get a chance to 
get out and enjoy some or many of the great events and 
activities promoted in this issue. 

Oh – and happy Christmas!
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Welcome to the autumn issue of Local Wildlife News – 
your local guide to all that is happening in wildlife and 
conservation circles!

Writing in late August and with no sign of the long, hot, 
dry summer abating – it feels like this is the only subject 
to mention in the brief introduction to this issue.

As has been said often before, there will inevitably 
be winners and losers from a species perspective as a 
consequence of climate change – and the effects will be 
both long term and short term. So the apparent relative 
success of flying insects this season (pages 13 and 20) is 
undoubtedly partly or mostly due to the hot, dry weather, 
but cannot be seen as the start of a return to much better 
numbers of all such species – this seems somewhat 
unlikely!

Welcome
by James Baker Editor
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As a gardener, I have a great fondness 
for earthworms and I had always 
assumed that we have two sorts here 
– big fat pink ones that live in the 
soil and the skinny darker ones that 
live in the compost heap.

Turns out I was wrong – there are 31 
species here in the British Isles.  I 
suspect I only have the two species 
in my little garden but, now I know 
that there are more, I will pay close 
attention when I weed and dig.

Worms are unsung heroes – they 
quietly break down organic matter, 
enriching our soil and breaking 
down things like leaves into smaller 
parts that bacteria and fungi can 
decompose further. Without them we’d 
be engulfed in dead vegetation and 
our soil would be practically dead. 

The fat earthworms we’re most 
familiar with also play an important 
role in soil structure – they make 
burrows which help aerate the soil.  
They also mix up the layers so that 
organic matter is drawn down to the 
level where plant roots can use the 
nutrients. 

Old fashioned gardeners in my family 
used to sweep up worm casts from the 
lawn and use them to pot on plants in 
the days before commercial compost 
was a thing. 

In my opinion, any successful 
compost heap must have an excellent 
population of brandling worms.  
These are skinnier than earthworms 
and I’ve read they are quite mobile 
when the weather is damp, so happily 
wiggle off to find new places to live. 

However, I don’t take any chances 
and do my best to pick them all out 
of the compost before I spread it on 
the veggie patch or use it in my flower 
tubs. Each one is carefully returned 
to a freshly filled compost bin where 
they can get to work again.

I truly believe our native earthworms 
are the secret to successful green 
gardening. As the season for planning 
next year’s garden approaches, maybe 

you can find ways to make your 
garden a little more worm friendly? 
Make sure beds have organic material 
in them, don’t be too tidy, and if you 
have room try home composting. 

My top tip for a new compost heap – 
especially if you live in a new house 
where screened topsoil has been used 
to cover the sub soil?  Ask around 
and find someone with an established 
compost heap who can donate an old 
ice cream tub or two of their compost 
to you. That will inoculate it with the 
worm eggs, bacteria and fungi you 
need for successful composting. 

And if, like me, you want to know 
more about the worms in your 
Ipswich garden, may I recommend 
www.earthwormsoc.org.uk

Ipswich Group Newsletter
Chairman: (Vacant) 

Secretary: Wendy Brown 07792 907 033 
browncandw@gmail.com

 Treasurer: Tony Clarke 01473 741083 
tonyclarke@2309hotmail.co.uk 

We are the Ipswich Group of the Suffolk Wildlife 
Trust. We offer an interesting range of monthly 

meetings with guest speakers. Trust members and 
non-members are equally welcome. During the 
summer months we offer a variety of trips, some 
local, others by coach. Details of these and our 

monthly meetings can be found in our “Dates for 
your Diary” section or on the website, 

www.suffolkwildlifetrust.org.

Wriggly garden helpers 
Sheila Roberts    Suffolk Wildlife Trust Ipswich Group

©
 serikbaib | istockphoto

Worms are unsung 
heroes... without them 

we'd be engulfed in dead 
vegetation...

Brandlings
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Mel’s summer garden
Suffolk Wildlife Trust Ipswich Group

You may recall in the last issue of LWN, 

Melvyn Eke from the Ipswich Group of 

SWT wrote about how he manages his 

garden for wildlife. These photos from 

his garden this summer might inspire 

you to spare a thought for pollinators 

when you are planning your summer 

2026 garden this winter.

Ipswich Group Newsletter
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As it gets dark earlier and the evening air turns a bit chilly, there’s a temptation to draw the curtains and slump in front of some 
rubbish on the telly.  Not always great for your wellbeing eh?

But here at the Ipswich Group of the Suffolk Wildlife Trust, once a month, we offer an alternative to the telly which is open to 
everyone regardless of whether they are a member of SWT or not.

We offer a series of fascinating illustrated talks about wildlife. For only £4, you can enjoy an insight into a specific topic from 
someone who is an expert in their field, a hot drink and, if you want, the chance to chat in the interval to like-minded people. 
Everyone is made very welcome – you don’t need to be a wildlife expert and the place where we meet has parking (some free if you 
get there earlier), step free access and loos.

Here's what’s coming up over the next few months. 

Wednesday 24th September 2025   Alice Wickman (SWT) Rivers in Suffolk

Alice is working with the SWT to help to improve the health of our rivers here in Suffolk. She will explain what a healthy river should 
look like, and what the key species should be. She will tell us about some of the threats to our rivers here in Suffolk, and the work 
being done by the SWT to try to combat the decline in river wildlife.

Wednesday 22nd October 2025 Amy Holdstock   Work of the Suffolk Owl Sanctuary

Come along and learn all about the Suffolk Owl Sanctuary, from the Owl Nest Box 
project to the in-house Raptor Hospital. Amy will be discussing the whole process 
from when an injured bird of prey is brought in, until it is released back into the 
wild. There will also be a variety of artefacts for you to view, including skulls, 
feathers and eggs, and some model birds.

Wednesday 26th November 2025   Chris Green The Work of the Rural Crime Team

‘Sergeant Chris Green, Suffolk Police lead for Rural, Wildlife and Heritage Crime will cover the issues that the Police and public face in 
the rural communities. From hare coursing to illegal metal detecting you’ll learn about various offences that we may not always realise 
are happening outside our towns.

Wednesday 10th December 2025 Simon Hooton The Secret Life of Swifts

This evening will be an exploration of the life of swifts. They only spend 12 weeks of the year with us, yet for many people they are the 
sight and sound of summer. The birds are under threat, and you can find out how we can enjoy them and play our part in the “Save our 
Suffolk Swifts” campaign.

All meetings start at 7.30pm in Museum Street Methodist Church, 17 Black Horse Lane, Ipswich,  IP1 2EF. What 3 
Words cotton.meal.leader.  Doors open 7.15pm.

Please note – despite the name, the church entrance is on Black Horse Lane. There is no access to the doors from 
Museum Street.

We’d love to see you – why not get together with some friends and make an evening of it?

Ipswich Group Newsletter

Friendly chats and the chance to learn about local wildlife  
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Also, nature has gone 
through rapid change in 
that time. Last issue the 
blossom was only just 
coming out, and yet since 
then we’ve flown through 
the trees coming into full 
leaf, fledglings taking their 
first flight from the nest, 
and cubs leaving the den, to 
now, the height of summer, 
where nature is at its peak 
with the long hot days. 
Those long hot days allow 
for lots of time for activities 
though…

The summer term has been 
filled with school and 
community visits. It’s been 
brilliant to share all that 
nature has to offer with 
young people and see the 
wonder in their eyes when 
you show them a stag beetle 
or help them use a flint and 
steel to create a fire; that 
is where time is precious, 

Ipswich is Wild – Time is precious
Daniel Payne   Wilder Communities Officer, Suffolk Wildlife Trust 

Brooke House, Ashbocking, Ipswich 

IP6 9JY

01473 890089

info@suffolkwildlifetrust.org

suffolkwildlifetrust.org 

making those memories and 
connections with the wild. 
Then, as the holidays came 
in, families have the chance 
to make those memories 
too. Whether it be sharing 
the wonder of finding a 
diving beetle when pond 
dipping or working out the 
challenge of building a 
butterfly hibernacula, those 
precious moments are a joy 
to help create.

Time is precious, and time 
in nature even more so, and 
that’s what makes my and 
the Suffolk Wildlife Trust’s 
role all the more vital.

This edition’s article will reach you in September, a whole four months since the last, and yet it feels as if 
it was only yesterday! The old cliché that time flies is certainly appropriate, but also that time is precious, 
especially that spent with family and friends.

The discoveries of pond dipping

Lots of activities in the wild
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Introduction
This Annual Report covers the 
activities of the Greenways 
Countryside Project from April 
2024 through to the end of 
March 2025.

It is only realistically possible 
to cover a small proportion of 
the work undertaken by the 
Project staff and volunteers, so 
if you would like any further 
details of any sites, projects etc, 
please get in touch with the 
Project team.

The map below shows the 
rough distribution of the 
nature reserves and green 
spaces where we have worked 
through this year. The list of 
sites provides the site names 
and relevant designations.

Partnership and funding
The Greenways Project has 
been a successful local authority 
partnership for over 30 years, 
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and is currently led by Ipswich 
Borough Council with the 
support of East Suffolk Council 
and Babergh District Council. 
The Project staff are employed 
by Ipswich Borough Council 
and work within the Council’s 
Parks and Cemeteries Service.

Over the decades, the 
proportion of total costs 
covered by the partners’ 

contributions has been falling 
gradually, and currently the 
Project is approximately 75% 
self-funding. This additional 
income is found from grants and 
contributions and by providing 
services for the partners, Parish 
Councils, residents’ groups, 
conservation bodies and others.

The role of volunteers
For all of the last 30 years, 

Greenways Project Area Map

Scout Headquarters (next to St Peter’s Church), 
Stoke Park Drive, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP2 9TH 

Office: 07736 826076 
greenways.project@ipswich.gov.uk

www.wildipswich.org
Twitter: @greenwaysproj

Instagram & Facebook: @greenwaysproject

The Greenways Countryside Project 
exists to protect and enhance the 
countryside, landscape and open 
space across an area of about 100 
square kilometres in and around 

the town of Ipswich, and home to 
around one quarter of the population 
of Suffolk, for the benefit of wildlife 
and local people. The project relies 
on volunteers to complete much of 

its practical conservation work.
The Greenways Project is a very 
successful and well-established 
partnership between Ipswich 

Borough Council, Babergh District 
Council, East Suffolk Council and the 

local community.

Staff volunteers on a day out

Annual Report - April 2024 to March 2025
James Baker Manager, Greenways Countryside Project
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volunteers have been central 
to the success and productivity 
of the Greenways Project – 
and this year is no exception, 
with well over a 1000 days of 
volunteering effort having been 
contributed. The 1157 days 
given can be said to be worth at 
least £70,000 or more helpfully, 
the equivalent of  more than 5 
full-time staff.

Our volunteers have a huge 
range of skills and help with 
the widest possible spread of 
practical tasks around our sites 
as well as running events and 
activities, making hundreds of 
wildlife home kits, surveying 
wildlife, producing this 
wonderful magazine and more!

Events and publicity
The Project attended a range of 
events through the year, with the 
Suffolk Show being the busiest 
by far! Along with Ipswich 
Wildlife Group volunteers, we 

helped children and families to 
make and take home over 300 
bug boxes, as well as providing 
advice and guidance on other 
wildlife and wildlife-friendly 
gardening. Our now biennial 
event Spring Wood Day was 
held this year, and, as usual, 
was very well attended by 
our faithful local supporters 
who come for a relaxed day 
of wildlife walks, folk music, 
children’s activities and 
woodcraft – along with baked 
potatoes from the camp fire and 
wonderful cakes from Harvest 
Moon. Around 500 people 
attended the day, which will be 
run again in May 2026.

The Project continues to 
promote its work and activities 
through the mainstream media 
as well as regular posts on 
social media platforms to try 
to maximise awareness of our 
work and the nature reserves 
we look after. The tree planting 

Northern Fringe

1	 Chestnut Pond, Rushmere St 
Andrew	

2	 Rushmere Street Wildlife Corridor
3	 Limes Pond
4	 Fonnereau Way
5	 Grundisburgh Millennium 

Meadow
6	 Lyttleton’s Meadow, Grundisburgh
7	 Anglia Retail Park verge
8	 Kyson Point, National Trust
9	 Woodbridge Road, Rushmere St 

Andrew
10	 The Dales LNR

	
Western Fringe and the River	

1	 Alderman Canal (LNR)
2	 River Path – Stoke Bridge
3	 River Path – Princes St to West End 

Rd
4	 River Path – West End Road
5	 River Path – West End Rd to 

Handford Rd
6	 River Path – Handford Rd- 

Yarmouth Rd
7	 River Path – Yarmouth Rd to 

Riverside Road
8	 River Path – Boss Hall
9	 Sproughton Nature Reserve
10	 River Path – A14 to Sproughton
11	 Churchman Way

LNR 	= Local Nature Reserve
CWS 	= County Wildlife Site
SSSI 	 = Site of Special Scientific Interest

List of sites

Belstead Brook Park
and Southern Fringe	

1	 Spring Wood (LNR)
2	 Kiln Meadow (LNR)
3	 Millennium Wood (LNR)
4	 Bobbits Lane Meadows (LNR)
5	 Ashground Plantation and 

Whitland Close area
6	 Bobbits Lane – upper area
7	 Butterfly Ride
8	 Stoke Park Wood (LNR)
9	 Ellenbrook Meadow and open 

space
10	 Burnet Meadow and Thorington 

Park area
11	 Belstead Meadows
12	 Thorington Hall Farm area
13	 Belstead Heath
14	 Bourne Park
15	 Netley Close open space
16	 Lynnbrook Wildlife Area
17	 Quilter Drive open space
	
Eastern Fringe	

1	 Martlesham Heath (SSSI)
2	 Martlesham Common (CWS, LNR)
3	 Mill Stream (LNR), Rushmere St 

Andrew
4	 Sandlings, (LNR), Rushmere St 

Andrew 
5	 Warren Heath (CWS)
6	 Long Strops Pond, Kesgrave
7 	 Ipswich Golf Club, Purdis Heath
8	 Malcolm Road Wildlife Areas

Continued on next page

in Bourne Park (see next page) 
attracted much attention this 
year with several articles in local 
newspapers and other local 
publications.

Our nature reserves and 
green spaces
Across the 45 or so sites we 
look after, covering more than 
400 acres in total, we have 
carried out a very large amount 
of practical management 
work from regular habitat 
management tasks (that usually 
follow a seasonal pattern) to 
the maintenance of miles of 
paths, plus boardwalks, bridges, 
seats, signs, fencing  and other 
infrastructure associated with 
visitors to the reserves.

The short winter months are 
our busiest, when most of the 
habitat management work is 
carried out – coppicing and 
thinning in woodlands, tree 
and hedge planting, hedge 
cutting, heathland, wetland 
and meadow scrub clearing 
and more. Climate change 
has dramatically shortened 
the period when birds are not 
nesting and trees are relatively 
dormant, so that what was a 6 

Our busy stand at the Suffolk Show

month winter 25 years ago is 
now only 4 months long – so 
putting great pressure on us 
to complete this work. The 
warming climate has also 
substantially increased the 
growth of trees and shrubs, 
meaning that winter work is 
also more time-consuming than 
before.

Grassland or meadow 
management is another major 
activity taking most of our 
time through late summer 
and autumn – almost all of 
the sites we work on have 
areas of wildflower grassland 
that needs active annual 
management (cutting and 
removing arisings) in order to 
maintain or hopefully improve 
species diversity. Some of this 
management work is carried 
out using tractor mounted 
machinery, but many sites still 
require us and our volunteers 
to cut and rake by hand – either 
where a tractor cannot access, 
where the ground is wet, or 
where the area is sensitive from 
a wildlife perspective.

Examples of recent work on 
selected sites follows.

Cutting a pathway at Ellenbrook meadow
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2024/25 Greenways Annual Report continued

Examples of site work
Belstead Brook Park
We were very lucky to be awarded substantial grant aid from Suffolk 
County Council to enable us to carry out a wide range of access and 
wildlife habitat improvements during the year.

New Brook-side footpath – a new aggregate surfaced path has been 
created running from Bourne Park through the reedbeds to Bobbits Lane. 
It is hoped that this surface will generally be less muddy in the future, 
although the path may well still flood at times of high rainfall and when 
the tidal valve into the estuary is closed. New sections of raised timber 
boardwalk have also been constructed by the volunteers using our own 
local oak and sweet chestnut timber, for durability.

New path and steps to Stoke 
Park Drive – following an 
informal ‘desire-line’, we have 
laid an additional surfaced 
route through Ashground 
plantation linking to Stoke Park 
Drive with a substantial new 
set of steps.

Bridleway and car park resurfacing – the Bobbits Lane car park has 
been refenced and resurfaced along with the Bobbits Lane bridleway 
and Thorington Hall bridleway – to improve access for pedestrians and 
cyclists using the routes.

Bourne Park Reedbeds – a series of new ponds, ditches and scrapes have 
been created within the reedbed habitat to increase structural diversity 
and encourage a wider range of invertebrate and bird species. 

River Gipping – Old Cattle Yard Pocket Park
Also thanks to a substantial grant from Suffolk County 
Council, we were able to carry out a complete 
refurbishment of this small but important space right in 
the heart of town, roughly opposite the railway station.

Works included substantial but careful vegetation 
clearance to deter anti-social behaviour; the installation 
of a monitored CCTV camera for the same reason; new 
fencing in keeping with remaining old features; painting 
of other fencing and benches; replacement of oak bench 
tops; graffiti removal from the ‘Navigator’ sculpture; and 
other minor works. Our volunteers worked alongside staff 
volunteer groups to carry out a massive clear up of litter 
and dumped rubbish as part of the improvements. 

As a result the pocket park and adjacent river path and 
cycleway are now much more open and inviting and 
hopefully the anti-social behaviour that has previously 
blighted the site will be less of a problem. 

Despite being small and very well used by people passing 
along the paths, the semi-natural habitat in the form 
of trees, scrub, grassland and river bank, is home to a 
surprisingly wide range of insect and bird species – most 
years including nightingale and whitethroat – so the work 
was sensitive to the need to put the wildlife value first.
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2024/25 Greenways Annual Report continued

Examples of site work

Alderman Canal
Over the winter months, our regular volunteers have 
carried out a large amount of coppicing along the 
banks of the Canal to try to reduce the amount of leaf 
drop into the already over-nutrified water. 

With more new homes being occupied in neighbouring 
housing developments, it is clear that the problems 
with water quality are likely to present problems to 
local residents, so Ipswich Borough Council is looking 
into ways to improve the water quality – which will 
also equally benefit aquatic wildlife species. 

Detailed surveys are being carried out to help 
investigate possible solutions, but in the short term – 
limiting the amount of new nutrient being added to 
the system is vitally important. A regular monthly work 
party of volunteers helps with this work and generally 
keeps the Local Nature Reserve in good shape – with 
inevitable litter picking also being required!  

Bourne Park – Stag-beetle shaped woodland 
planting
A grant from a corporate sponsor via Trees for Cities, 
allowed us to plant a new woodland of 2500 small 
saplings in the shape of a stag beetle, in Bourne Park with 
Ipswich Borough Council. Following the success of our 
large ‘stag beetle shaped stag beetle habitat pile’ near 
Spring Wood, this new woodland will hopefully establish 
and grow to look like a stag beetle when seen on aerial 
mapping in the future. 

Dozens of local people, Tree Wardens and regular 
Greenways volunteers helped with the massive task of 

not just planting the trees but spreading a thick layer of 
woodchip mulch around them too, to retain as much 
moisture in the soil as possible. It was very fortunate that 
we did this element, as the driest spring and summer 
anyone can remember followed, and remarkably, the 
vast majority of the trees have survived well. 

As well as the tree planting itself, we have also installed 
a stag beetle log habitat pile at the end of each ‘leg’ and 
several local timber benches for park visitors to enjoy. 
The shape of the woodland, with the ‘leg’ hedges, has 
helped to create much more interest for both people and 
wildlife in this part of the park, which was previously 
short mown grass. As hazel dormice have now been 
recorded in the Park, we included a high proportion of 
hazel to hopefully encourage them further in the future.

Viewed from above, either in the drone view on page 
16, or via ‘globe view’ on Google maps – the outline 
shape of the ‘beetle’ is already visible – and hopefully 
this will improve as the trees establish and grow. The 
giant stag beetle wood pile sculpture just west of Spring 
Wood is also visible on Google maps, globe view!
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Spreading the word
Martin Cant  Ipswich Wildlife Group 

Castle Hill allotments school trip
IWG were invited to Castle Hill 
allotments to take part in an event for 
a school trip.  Tracey and Jan at 'Grow 
With Us' organised the event and 
we were joined by 27 'under 7's' and 
teachers from St Pancras school. 

Whilst we entertained a group making 
bug boxes, other groups were taking it 
in turns planting, clearing weeds and 
sowing seeds. Great enthusiasm was 
shown by the pupils  all morning and 
everyone took a bug box home to help 
encourage wildlife. A very rewarding 
event for us and all the children enjoyed 
a morning off school.

Grow With Us in North West Ipswich 
is a place where people of all 
backgrounds, abilities, and ages can 
come together and get involved with the 
soil.

It is where anyone can learn to grow 
their own food, connect with nature, 
and meet new people. So whether 
you're a gardening pro or you wouldn’t 
know a spade from a trowel, you’ll find 
a warm and supportive group of people 
ready to dig in alongside you.

Secretary Leila Matata
ipswichwildlifegroup@gmail.com   

www.wildipswich.org
Facebook@IpswichWildlifeGroup

Ipswich Wildlife Group is a registered charity, relying entirely 
on volunteers, that promotes interest in, and conservation of, 

wildlife and habitats in and around Ipswich.

The mud kitchen

IWG at Dads event at EACH
The event was organised by East 
Anglia's Children's Hospices (EACH) 
for the fathers of children supported at 
The Treehouse in Ipswich.

The event saw IWG members Martin, 
Gerry and Mel join in helping the 
dads and male carers craft bird 
boxes and hedgehog houses for their 
gardens.
A couple of the bird boxes were 
donated by IWG to be fixed in the 
hospice's woodland grounds.

The Three Volunteers Mel, Gerry and Martin

Picnic in the park
We attended a summertime picnic event 
with the Friends of Holywells Park in the 
Holywells orchard.  We donated various 
wildlife homes kits for the families to 
make, take home and install in their 

Spring wood   Gerry Donlon
Thanks to our wonderful volunteers who 
come to Spring Wood work parties on the 
third Sunday of every month, and special 

thanks to Dan from Suffolk Wildlife Trust 
and his four hard working Ipswich Young 
Wardens for volunteering with us. 

gardens. This was a very popular and 
busy afternoon with lots of families 
enjoying all sorts of activities, games and 
refreshments. The ‘mud kitchens’ were a 
great favourite.
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Butterfly Conservation
Saving butterflies, moths and our 

environment

Membership Secretary 
01379 643665 

www.suffolkbutterflies.org.uk 
email: butterflies@sns.org.uk

Butterfly Conservation is dedicated to 
saving wild butterflies, moths and their 

habitats throughout the UK. All Butterfly 
Conservation members who live in 

Suffolk are automatically members of 
the branch and receive our newsletter, 

the Suffolk Argus, three times a year. The 
Suffolk branch is run by volunteers and 
we would be very pleased to hear from 
you if you would like to get involved.

Butterflies and the weather
Julian Dowding  Secretary, Butterfly Conservation Suffolk

In LWN’s spring newsletter 
I was dreaming of good 
weather to help our 
beleaguered insects.  Up ‘til 
now (July 26th), we pretty 
much got that, but we’ve 
now entered a period of 
more unsettled weather. 
It seems we have had also 
an exceptional early spring 
and summer season for 
butterflies and moths, in 
part as a result of favourable 
weather. 

Not all species did well I 
must stress, but there was 
a marked upturn for some 
species. The official recorders 
will have their views but I’m 
left wondering if this year 
is just a random good one, 
or part of a revival? What 
I do know is that we must 
persevere in our efforts to 
look after biodiversity. ‘No-
mow May’ and ‘Blooming 
June’ have definitely helped. 
The knapweed, scabious and 

other flower stems I checked 
were full of aphids lining 
up ready for ants to farm or 
birds to eat! Lots of Crickets 
and Grasshoppers all over 
the meadows, and countless 
Brassy Longhorns on the 
Scabious too. 

White Admiral was first 
seen at Bridge Wood (12th 
Jun) by Astrid and Purple 
Emperor (19th Jun) turned up 
in at least 3 of Ipswich parks 
(Bridge Wood, Holywells 
Park and Spring Wood) which 
is great news.  Silver-studded 
Blues, first seen by Dave 
Dowding (23rd May) on the 
land I walk as a transect did 
exceptionally well. Purdis 
numbers: 554, Piper’s Vale: 
300. Marbled White at 
Landseer numbered 727 at 
peak. This species is also 
turning up in gardens and 
odd smaller patches of land, 
and not just focused around 
Ipswich. Silver-washed 
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Fritillary likewise, seen in 
gardens, with violets under 
trees and shrubs and in the 
fence-line and verges surely 
helping. Gatekeeper numbers 
in the parks and woodland 
edges seem exceptional right 
now (1 week ago over 200 at 
Landseer Park). 

Please continue to submit 

White Admiral 

records to our county moth 
and butterfly recorders as 
the season is in no way 
over yet, and please stand 
robustly against all those who 
would moan about what they 
perceive as untidy long grass 
and flowery meadows or any 
moves to improve things for 
wildlife. 

A fascinating group of moths, 
and all 16 UK species stand 
apart from other moths in 
appearance as they resemble 
wasps or ichneumons and 
despite their small size, they 
are striking.

Several years ago, I found 
a Red-tipped Clearwing – 
Synanthedon formicaeformis 
at home which was my first 
Sesiidae encounter. Then a 
few years later I found that 
our poplar trees were host to 
Hornet Moth – Sesia apiformis 
which left their calling card: 
small holes in the tree trunk just 
above ground where the larvae 
exit to pupate.

Six years ago, I found similar 
holes in a Podocarpus tree 
near the pond. This tree is like 
a willow and one of the four 
trees was suffering from some 
attack and died. I cut it down 
after giving it a good chance 
to revive. When I subsequently 
split the logs I found feeding 
galleries, so I quickly strapped 
the log sections back together 
and left the log in a sheltered 
corner. The following year I 
found a pupal case hanging 
from a hole in the log; likely 
it was a Lunar Hornet Moth – 
Sesia bembeciformis.

More recently, our wildflower 
meadow created on former 

Clearwings (Sesiidae) 
Trevor Goodfellow  SBBC Newsletter Editor

arable land was very successful. 
I seeded lots of Bird’s foot 
trefoil (BFT) and Knapweed 
together with other wildflowers 
and within a couple of years I 
discovered 6-belted clearwings 
– Bembecia ichneumoniformis 
laying eggs (BFT). The 
Knapweed also hosted the first 
Suffolk record of the Knapweed 
case-barer moth in 2019. ‘Give 
them a home and they will 
come’ as they say. 

2025 has been very eventful as 
I recorded all the above-named 
clearwings including another 
chance encounter with the 
Red-tipped clearwing, not seen 
since 2010.

A
ll photos ©
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Summer Nature Event
Friends of the Dales

It was a pleasure to welcome families to the nature reserve after our monthly work party. 

Before the event kicked-off in the 
afternoon we had work to do clearing 
two fallen cherry plum trees. With it 
being an extraordinarily good year for 
fruit, these trees had buckled under the 
added weight, leading to branch failure 
and partial uprooting. Wear and tear 
on trees are ecologically important, 
and on a decaying branch we stumbled 
across fruiting bodies of chicken of the 
woods, a fungus often found on cherry. 

For the first time, we tested out the 
new pond dipping platform to get an 
insight into the fascinating world of 
pondlife. It didn’t disappoint as greater 
and lesser water boatman, non-biting 
fly larvae and freshwater hoglouse 

Common Field Grasshopper (Chorthippus 
brunneus)

Friends of the Dales
The Dales is a small Local Nature Reserve 

situated off Dales Road in Ipswich.

For details of the Friends Group find us on 
Facebook by searching Friends of the Dales.

The pond platform ready for dipping

were sampled and observed in trays 
and magnifying pots. The pond dipping 
platform proved a great success with a 
dozen children enjoying the activity for 
an hour. 

There was also the option of a 
minibeast safari in the main meadow, 
using sweep nets and observation pots 
to study the variety of invertebrates we 
encountered.

The meadow offered us a diverse range 
of invertebrates to study, including, orb 
spiders, crab spiders, grasshoppers, 
crickets, ladybirds, shield bug nymphs 
and adult tortoise shield bugs. 

Sam Chamberlin Wildlife Ranger

Tortoise Shield Bug (Eurygaster testudinaria)

Chicken of The Woods (Laetiporus sulphureus)
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Watching swifts dashing 
around the skies is the 
highlight of summer for me. 
They have such a unique life 
story – continuously in flight, 
feeding, sleeping and mating 
on the wing, flying to us from 
central Africa to raise their 
family, returning to the same 
nest site then making the 
non-stop 3000 miles return 
flight every year – fantastic.

I have three swift nest boxes 
under the eaves of my house 
here in IP4. One box has been 
used by the same pair to raise 
a family for the past six years. 
Invariably they arrive in the 
first week of May and leave 
in the first week of August. 
This year they came and left a 
week earlier.

I have a camera fitted in the 
box so can watch the pair’s 
progress – this becomes 
compulsive viewing. The 
pair spend the early days 
bonding by mutual preening 
and nest renovation. This 
was rudely interrupted on a 
couple of occasions this year 
by a particularly disagreeable 
neighbour -a starling who was 
occupying one of the other 
boxes. A violent fight ensued 
with the swifts eventually 
seeing him off.

By the third of May the 
female was sitting on the nest 
continually. The weather was 
sunny and warm, occasionally 
hot, and the other swifts in 
the neighbourhood were 
performing their regular, 
spectacular flying displays. 
These include staying in touch 

with the bird in the nest box 
by making their dramatic 
screaming call as the whizz 
past the boxes.

On the 20th May I saw that 
the first egg had arrived. On 
the same day, whilst watching 
the screen, a marauding 
magpie poked his head 
through the entrance hole. 
Fortunately he’s too big to 
get in. On 22nd the second 
egg arrived and on 10th June 
broken eggshell was noticed. 
On 12th June she was seen 
feeding three pink and naked 
young.
Around this time I noticed two 
other swifts entering the box 
now vacated by the starlings. 
These would almost certainly 
be a young pair, two to three 
years old, prospecting for a 

My swifts 2025
Colin Hullis  Ipswich Wildlife Group   

nest site for next year when 
they would reach breeding 
age – watch this space.

By the first week in July the 
three swiftlets were virtually 
fully feathered and doing wing 
strengthening exercises. On 
22nd July two had flown the 
nest. Interestingly I noticed 
that both parents came back to 
the box and spent the whole 
night with the one remaining 
chick. The next few days saw 
the chick continually looking 
out of the box but not daring 
to go. He eventually plucked 
up the courage and left on 
25th July, that was also the last 
time we saw any swifts in the 
neighbourhood.

So now the skies are nowhere 
near so interesting and it’s a 

long wait ‘til the first week of 
May next year but I know that 
they will be back and their 
nest box will be waiting for 
them.

For information on swift nest 
boxes I recommend you go to 
suffolkwildlifetrust.org/swifts

A
ll photos ©
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The swiftlets pose for the camera

The boxes under the eaves

Wing-strengthening exercises from the last to go

All the conservation 

organisations working together 

to inspire local people to help 

wildlife throughout the town 

and beyond.

www.wildipswich.org

Wild 
Ipswich
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Friends of Belstead Brook Park
www.wildipswich.org 

Email: fobbp@btinternet.com  
Friends of Belstead Brook Park 

(FoBBP) was set up in 2002 to help 
look after the 250 acres of informal 
country park on the south-western 
fringe of Ipswich. The group runs 
practical work parties, helps raise 

funds for improvements and acts as 
‘eyes and ears’, passing information 

back to the Greenways Project.

Over the last few months 
from early spring and into 
summer, the Friends have 
been doing a lot of tree 
work. Along with the usual 
path clearing and picking up 
other peoples’ rubbish of 
course (Grrr!).

It’s always good to plant 
a tree, knowing that even 
though you might not see 
it grow to maturity, it will 
outlive you sometimes by 
hundreds of years – that’s 
a real legacy. Certainly the 
new woodland that many 
volunteers have helped plant 
in Bourne Park, Ipswich is 
just that. Various groups have 
taken part – young and old 
alike but all very enthusiastic 

Always good to plant a tree
Ann Havard  Friends of Belstead Brook Park

and capable. It was hard work 
as each of the 2,500 trees had 
to have it’s own hole dug, 
placed carefully in, filled in 
and secured with a tree guard 
and stake. Each tree then 
had a bark mulch to reduce 
competition from weeds and 
also to keep the moisture in. 
And that last bit has been 
absolutely necessary with the 
very hot and dry weather that 
occurred in early summer.

A group of Friends went to 
check up on the trees in July 
and much to our surprise 
about 90% of them had 
grown. Some of the saplings 
were still sheltering in the 
tree guards but they were 
there and the rain later in 
July will have hopefully given 
them the energy to put on a 
growth spurt and reach for 
the sky.

I urge you to go and have a 
look at this new woodland, 
planted in the shape of a 
stag beetle and the idea of 
James Baker our wonderful 
Greenways Project guru. He 
hopes that eventually the 
woodland will be visible on 
Google Earth.

According to the Woodland 
Trust, (State of the nation’s 
trees) trees now cover just 
13% of the UK. This is in 

comparison to 75% tree 
cover 5,000 years ago. By 
the time the Doomsday 
book was written in 1086 
this had reduced to 15% - 
agriculture and population 
increase has a lot to answer 
for. By 1905 woodland cover 
had reduced still further to 
only 5%. So on the face of 
it the increase to 13% looks 
good. Unfortunately new 
diseases are increasing whilst 
butterfly and bird numbers 
are decreasing. This is all 
important as woods offer us 
humans solace and breathing 
space. For wildlife they are of 
course invaluable as a home 
and food source. Trees act as 
carbon sinks, flood resilience 

and help retain valuable soil. 
Hence the importance of 
planting new woodland – in 
the right places of course.

Remember, every tree helps 
nature, maybe you have a 
tree-sized gap in your garden, 
why not plant one that 
benefits wildlife, maybe with 
blossom for the butterflies 
and other insects, with berries 
for the birds. You’ll benefit 
too from watching the season 
change from bare branches to 
blossom to berries to vibrant 
autumn colours. 

All you have to do is dig a 
hole and pop in a sapling. 
Your legacy to our planet.

 Stag beetle wood in Bourne Park – drone shot
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Portal Woodlands 
Conservation Group

Enquiries: Martlesham Parish Council 01473 612632 pwcg.
onesuffolk.net or email pwcg.martlesham@gmail.com

The PORTAL WOODLANDS CONSERVATION 
GROUP is dedicated to conserving the woodlands 

west of the Suffolk Police HQ and alongside the A1214 
encouraging the local wildlife to thrive while preserving 
historical sites of interest and inspiring people to enjoy 

the nature surrounding them. Volunteers meet each 
month to work on a variety of projects and everybody 

is welcome to join this friendly group. All required 
training and necessary tools are provided.

A fantastic job
Stephen Corley  Chairman Portal Woodlands Conservation Group

Our Volunteers completed clearing 
and widening the perimeter track, 
cutting back overhanging branches 
that had been obstructing the way. 
They were joined by the enthusiastic 
1st Martlesham Scout Group, who 
pitched in as part of their Scouts 
World Challenge Award. They did a 
fantastic job! We received several 
thanks from appreciative walkers and 
cyclists. 
  
Despite the lack of rain earlier in the 
year, the bluebells (Hyacinthoides) 
were in their prime at the end of spring. 
However, the water level in the pond 
was starting to get low. We are finally 
seeing some wet weather, so whoever 
did the ‘rain dance’ – thank you!

On a warm evening in late June, we 
carried out our annual glow-worm 
(Lampyris noctiluca) survey. Thirteen 
glowing females and two males 
were recorded. Overhead, common 

A
ll pictures ©
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Bluebells

Volunteer Work Mornings 
(all ages welcome - no need to book) 

Meet at the Education Area 
from 10.00am to noon.

Saturday 20th September
Sunday 19th October

Saturday 15th November
Sunday 14th December

For more details of the Group’s events, and to 
check for date changes, please go to: 

pwcg.onesuffolk.net or join our members’ 
Facebook Group by messaging Duncan Sweeting.

pipistrelle bats (Pipistrellus pipistrellus) 
put on an acrobatic flying display, 
and we were delighted to glimpse two 
tawny owlets (Strix aluco) calling for 
their parents.Clearing a path

Glow-worm
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Autumn Migration
 John Kornjaca    Suffolk Bird Group

The early Autumn is a time 
when many of our summer 
visitors make their way 
back to warmer climes. 
The Cuckoo is one of our 
earliest departing migrants. 
As brood parasites they 
are not required to hang 
around since they leave the 
raising of their youngsters to 
their hosts - Reed Warbler, 
Dunnock and Meadow Pipit 
- with immature birds soon 
to be making their way south 
too. 

Other departing migrants 
are already passing through 
Suffolk. Wood Sandpiper, 
Spotted Redshank, Common 
Sandpiper, Ruff and Little 
Ringed Plover are moving 
through, while the Barn 
Swallow, Sand Martin, House 
Martin and Swift are gathering 
in large groups as they ready 
themselves for the favourable 
winds required to help them 
on their way.

Warblers too will soon be 
making their way south. A 
post-breeding moult allows 
them to grow new and 

 Enquiries: 

info@suffolkbirdgroup.org

www.suffolkbirdgroup.org

Twitter: suffolkbirds1

SBG is the Group for people 

interested in the birds of Suffolk, 

providing a network and a voice 

for birdwatchers in the county.

stronger feathers enabling 
them to make their long 
journeys.

We have been fortunate to 
see many rarities over the 
summer of 2025. In early 
May, SWT Carlton Marshes 
hosted a group of up to seven 
beautiful Red-footed Falcon. 
Several other ‘Red-foots’ were 
reported around the coastal 
fringes and so it proved to be 
an amazing month for this 
rare and attractive falcon.

In late July, an immature 
Black Stork dropped into 
RSPB Boyton Marshes for 
a stay providing many with 
a first chance to see this 
species in the UK. Mainly 
seen in Eastern Europe, the 
Mediterranean and across 
Asia, the species is slowly 
spreading into Western 
Europe. 

A historical ‘first’ for the 
county of Suffolk was 
the discovery of a Zitting 
Cisticola on the marsh south 
of Walberswick. Previously 
known as the (Streaked) Fan-
tailed Warbler, the Zitting 
Cisticola is a rather small, 
inconspicuous brown bird 
that is rarely seen in the UK. 

Our Wildlife needs our 
help.
In recent weeks, the council 
of the Suffolk Bird Group 
has noted several reports of 
human disturbance to our 

©
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Little Tern

breeding birds and other 
wildlife. 

The BBC recently reported 
an incident of dogs chasing 
rare breeding Little Terns in 
roped off breeding enclosures. 
Volunteers and staff at the 
Landguard Nature Reserve 
have become frustrated 
with walkers crossing the 
conservation areas, and 
beaches, occasionally allowing 
dogs to run free and off the 
lead, disturbing Ringed Plovers 
and Oystercatchers that are 
attempting to breed.
 
Upper Hollesley Common 
and Sutton Heath are sites that 
host many rare breeding birds 
such as Nightjar, Common 
Redstart, Dartford Warbler 
and Woodlark. Studded Blue 
Butterfly are seen along with 
Adders, Common Lizards and 

Fallow Deer. Many of these 
species breed on the ground, 
so walkers are advised to keep 
to footpaths and, importantly, 
to keep their dogs (even well-
behaved animals) on short 
leads through the breeding 
season. 

The flying of drones, off-road 
cycling, and use of motorcycles 
is also a problem. 

The National Trust manage 
Orford Ness National Nature 
Reserve and attempts to deter 
the public from landing boats 
on the Ness, disturbing many 
of the breeding birds. People 
have been observed on the 
Ness partying, lighting BBQ’s, 
allowing dogs to roam the 
beaches and grasslands and, 
sadly, using the conservation 
areas and grassy slopes as 
toilets.

Signage at our beaches, 
woodlands and heathlands is 
designed to educate the public. 
Sadly, a small minority choose 
to ignore the advice provided.

As our population continues 
to increase, we are seeing 
a rise in the number of 
people seeking recreation 
in the countryside and on 
our beaches and estuaries.  
Wildlife is already under 
intense pressure from loss of 
habitat. Disturbance by people 
and dogs may be the final 
straw for some of our ground 
nesting birds. 

Our wildlife most certainly 
needs our help.

©
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Suffolk's first ever Zitting Cisticola 
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Friends of 
Holywells Park

The Group aims to work in partnership 
with Ipswich Borough Council to 
improve and promote the Park. 

Contact: fohpipswich@gmail.com 
www.holywellspark.org.uk 

facebook.com/holywellsparkipswich

Bad news and good news
Andy and Yvonne  Friends of Holywells Park  

19
Wasps at their nest

Grass snake

Well, there’s bad news 
this time but there’s also 
some good news. Back 
in June, various things in 
Holywells Park Orchard were 
vandalised. The composting 
toilet was set on fire and 
burnt out and the shed was 
wrecked, there was also 
other damage. The vandalism 
occurred on multiple 
occasions.

After the initial shock had died 
away, we all pulled together. 
We, being the Friends’ 
own volunteers, IBC’s Parks 
Department, Bishop’s Cafe 
and members of the public. 
All of us have helped in 
different ways, and the Friends 
of Holywells Park are grateful 
to everyone for their help, 
encouragement, and support. 

We will rebuild ……

A big ‘Thank You’ to 
Councillor Liz Harsant who 
has donated money from her 
SCC Locality Budget. This 
means that the rebuilding 
of the orchard shed will be 
happening during the last 
week of August. Thank you Liz 
and the volunteers who will 
be carrying out the rebuild.

Wasps and Grass Snakes 
You may have noticed more 
wasps in your garden or 
hovering around your picnic 

over the past few weeks… we 
certainly have in the orchard. 
This is due to the prolonged 
hot, dry period during June 
and July. 

The wasp is a much-
maligned insect, but we 
must remember that it is 
an extremely important 
part of our ecosystem as it 
controls garden pests and is 
a pollinator. There are over 
7000 species of wasps living 
in the UK. The majority are 
parasitoids, which have young 

that eat insects or spiders 
alive.

The ones we are all more 
familiar with are the black 
and yellow social species. So 
learn to love our black and 
yellow friends . . . . . but at a 
distance.

Grass snakes are regular 
visitors  to our orchard and 
are often seen in the wetter 
areas and around the pond. 
The grass snake is our longest 
snake and can reach a length 

of up to 150cm and can live 
for 25 years.

Good news - It is looking like 
it could be a bumper crop of 
fruit in the orchard this year, 
the apple and quince trees are 
laden. For the first time since 
we have been managing the 
orchard, around 20 years, our 
only unidentified fruit tree is 
bearing fruit for the very first 
time! It’s full of beautiful, juicy 
Victoria plums! What a feast for 
us and the wasps! 

Apple day 
A date for your diary - Apple 
Day, Saturday 18 October, 2025. 
11am – 2pm in the orchard on 
Holywells Park. Come along and 
enjoy the fruits of Autumn. Hope 
to see you there.



2020

A Mediterranean climate ?
David Dowding Wildlife Ranger, Ipswich Borough Council

Typically migrant species 
such as Hummingbird Hawk 
moths are in record numbers. 
The larvae are relatively well 
camoflaged but we have seen 
several on bedstraws while 
working in the parks. Jersey 
tiger are another continental 
species  in abundance, 
particularly in allotments and 
gardens where there is plenty of 
their borage family foodplants. 

Of course with any extreme 
weather there are winners and 
losers. Some species such as 
glowworms have struggled, 
particularly in the heathland 
habitats, as despite being 
a warm-loving species, the 

Hummingbird Hawk caterpillar on 
hedge bedstraw @ Landseer Park

coastal locations such as Shingle 
Street to the east, wet meadows 
to the south west around Bures 
and this year found as locally 
as Ravenswood and Kesgrave. 
These small burnets love warm, 
flower-rich grasslands with 
plenty of common/sheeps sorrel 
on which the larvae feed.

A very hot April- June this year has benefitted lots of our pollinating insects, particulalry those that favour  
warmer/drier habitats. In June large swarms of greenfly, ladybirds, grasshoppers and other flying insects were 
seen creating a bountiful food source for breeding birds. 

Wildlife Rangers
Office : 01473 433998 

park.rangers@ipswich.gov.uk 
Stable Block, Holywells Park, 
Cliff Lane, Ipswich IP3 0PG

The Wildlife & Education Rangers are 
responsible for the management of 

wildlife areas within the town’s parks 
and other green spaces. As well as 
carrying out practical management, 
the team runs an events programme 

and works with many local schools to 
engage and inspire the public about 

the wildlife Ipswich has to offer.

larvae depend on snails for 
food so have been affected by 
the lack of rain. This has been 
highlighted in the females too, 
which are noticeably smaller 
this year, averaging around 
15mm compared to the usual 
25mm.

In wetter areas these beetles 
did better, highlighting the 
importance of a habitat mosaic 
and good connectivity to 
buffer out extreme conditions. 
Similarly this year, common 
lizard have been more 
noticeable in our wetland 
habitats than their typical 
heathland strongholds. 
Amphibians may have had 
a poor breeding season in 
the short term due to ponds 
drying out, but there may be 
a silver lining in that lots of 
fish predation will have been 
removed for spring 2026.

Forester moth is an attractive 
emerald green moth , typically 
confined to the Brecks in north 
Suffolk near the Kings forest. 
They have recently returned to 

Jersey tiger moth @ London Road 
allotments. A dozen were spotted 
during a quick site visit

A species of warm, dry grasslands, Marbled whites were in record 
numbers this year with 750 counted at Landseer Park in June

 Forester moth feeding on Ragwort 
at Ravenswood

As with many orthopterans, Great-
green bush crickets were abundant 
at known sites across the town

Side by side of the same mating pair of glowworms - with and without 
flash @Orwell country park

Blue colouration of a neonate 
common lizard in Pondhall Carr.   
Lots were seen in this marshy 
area during summer scything, an 
important green oasis with the 
increasingly arid conditions up on 
the heath.
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Migration and rarities

Tim Kenny Leader, RSPB Ipswich Group

This evening, during my evening 
constitutional around Felixstowe, I 
noticed a house martin calling above me 
as it drifted lazily south. This typical early 
August sighting often leaves me feeling 
a little sad, as it signals that summer is 
coming to an end. 

Swifts have already gone, and the swallows 
and martins are gathering on the wires in 
preparation for their long journey south. 
Medieval birdwatchers thought these birds 
spent the winter at the bottom of ponds, 
before more modern scientists made the 
connection between having wings and 
being able to travel long distances. We 
now know that hirundines cross the Sahara 
and spend the winter in sub-Saharan 
Africa. After milling around in (in the case 
of our swallows) the Botswana area, they’ll 
make their way back next spring – when I 
will have the complete opposite reaction 
when I see my first one of the year. 

Migration season is very exciting, as we 
never really know what will turn up. I once 
blundered into a twitch at Landguard (it 
turned out a pied wheatear, Suffolk’s first, 
had blown in on the wind). Waders and 
waterbirds tend to move earlier, from June 
to August, and recently a black stork has 
taken up residence at Boyton Marshes. 
Passerines start moving from August 
through to November; another recent rarity 
at Walberswick is the wonderfully named 
zitting cisticola. Known to older birders as 
the fan-tailed warbler, this is a classic “little 
brown job” that breeds discontinuously 
from France to Australia! 

A recent group trip to Minsmere on July 
27th produced the classic suite of passage 
waders; common, green and wood 
sandpipers, turnstones, ruff and spotted 
redshanks. We also discovered a single 
arctic tern amongst the common and 
sandwich terns, the latter of which has had 
a record breeding season for the site. Given 
the heatwaves we’ve had this summer, the 
group ended up dashing into the East Hide 
to dodge a very sharp shower! Fortunately, 
the prolonged stay in the hide produced 
four little gulls, another species migrating 
from Europe to Africa, and still in their smart 
breeding plumage with a neat black head. 
A few kittiwakes also dropped in from the 
nearby Sizewell rigs where they breed in 
their hundreds.

There has been a recent good news story 
somewhere in the country, as a pair of 
Montagu’s harriers successfully bred in a 
secret location. This species had not been 
confirmed as breeding in the UK since 
2019, but four chicks fledged in a field of 
wheat. With the co-operation of the farmer, 
the RSPB erected a steel fence to protect 
the nest and delayed the harvesting of the 
crop until the birds had dispersed. The 
Montagu’s harrier is a species that should 
be doing better in this country; it breeds 
just over the Channel in France in good 
numbers. During a trip to Hungary in 2015, 
I had a conversation with a group of French 
birders, one of whom surveyed the species 
in an area 30 kilometres (18.6 miles) from 
Calais. Hopefully, with the assistance of the 
farming community, we might see more of 
these magnificent birds in the future.

Sandwich tern (Thalasseus sandvicensis), 

Be sure to check our website at https://
group.rspb.org.uk/ipswich/ for our 
forthcoming events. September sees the 
resumption of our indoor meetings, with 
Steve Everett visiting on Thursday 11th to 
talk to us about Minsmere’s Digger Alley, 
whilst we have an outdoor meeting at 
Landguard on Saturday 13th September. 
Full details on the website.

Finally, a reminder that the group is looking 
for a new leader, as I’m stepping down 
next April. Please feel free check out the 
website for further details, or contact us at 
ipswichrspblocalgroup@yahoo.com if this is 
of interest to you.

Ipswich Local Group
Group Leader Tim Kenny 

Tel 01394 809236 
ipswichrspblocalgroup@yahoo.com      
 https://group.rspb.org.uk/ipswich 

 
Ipswich RSPB Local Group is for everyone interested in 
birds and other wildlife in the Ipswich area and beyond. 
Come along to our indoor talks, held monthly between 

September to April at Rushmere St Andrew Church 
Hall, get out and experience nature first hand on one of 
our regular field meetings. Three times a year you will 
receive the ‘Orwell Observer’ magazine. Membership 

costs £5 per year (£1 for Juniors). For more information 
see the Events Diary in this magazine, visit our website 

or email as per details above. 
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Tiger in the foliage   Mel Eke

A quick hunt around the 
extensive border foliage 
and there it was - 
a very active Jersey 
Tiger. Not the first time 
at Belstead Priory but 
wonderful to see. It 
stopped for a second 
and fortunately I had the 
mobile phone ready on 
camera settings.

Proof that these daytime 
moths are benefiting 
from climate change, 
reshaping the distribution 
of wildlife, moving more 
northerly every year .
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Snippets
On the trail of the rare Black stork at RSPB Boyton Marsh 
in early August, I wasn’t surprised to find the car park and 
approach road rammed. Rather than join the throng on the long 
trek to the hallowed dyke, wife Linny and I drove to a track in 
the village to explore possible alternative viewpoints. Eureka! 
We found ourselves on the other side of the dyke to the birding 
masses with the Black stork between us. We had great views 
of the rarity, took photos and went home very pleased with 
ourselves.

Stalking the Stork  Dave Ratcliffe 

This spectacular wildflower patch was previously one of my garden 
ponds and home to numerous colourful fish. Replacing the fish with 
6 tons of rubble, 1 ton of sand and stony earth and Hey Presto - it’s a 
wildflower pond. The bees and butterflies love it and I still have two 
other ponds.

In early July I visited Rushmere Heath to look for hairstreak butterflies. 
For once I couldn't find any in the long elm rich hedge leading from 
the water tower. As I was heading back to catch a bus I decided to take 
a wider path which I knew also had stretches of elm, the larval food 
plant. However I had only walked a few yards before I saw a muntjac 
disappearing into cover, its tail raised in alarm. However that was 
followed by suddenly seeing four muntjac, including a young fawn no 
bigger than a small dog. Initially the mother and fawn moved towards 
me, probably as in such situations I always stand still and don't raise 
my binoculars. Soon safety overcame curiosity and all four were 
soon hidden in nearby vegetation, followed by one bark. Muntjac 
don't move around in herds but do congregate in family groups. I 
was surprised to see them as the encounter was in the middle of the 
day but as Rushmere Heath has a steady passage of people, including 
golfers and dog walkers, they have probably realised that they are 
relatively safe. 

An Unexpected Encounter.    
Richard Stewart 

Wildflower pond   Martin Cant
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SEPTEMBER

Saturday 6th September 9am Suffolk Bird 
Group OUTDOOR  EVENT
Old Hall Marshes. Meet in the paddock 
opposite the church, Salcott Street. Map 
Ref: TL953136. Post Code: CM9 8HW 
What3Words: makeup.ejects.snipe (Long 
walk possible). Leader: Ashley Gooding. Tel. 
07808 044611. 

Thursday 11th September 7.30pm RSPB 
Ipswich Group INDOOR MEETING
Minsmere’s Digger Alley – the unusual and 
rare insects of this famous RSPB reserve. 
Steve Everett, Wildlife Photographer and 
RSPB Volunteer. Rushmere St Andrew 
Church Hall, The Street, Rushmere IP5 
1DH. Ample free parking and refreshments 
included. Group Members £3 Non-
Members £5.

Saturday 13th   September 7.30am RSPB 
Ipswich Group FIELD MEETING
Landguard Nature Reserve for migrant birds. 
Meet at Landguard Fort car park IP11 3TW. 
TM285320. Please note parking charges 
apply. 2-3hrs

Saturday 20th September 8.30am Suffolk 
Bird group OUTDOOR EVENT
Shingle Street and Hollesley Marshes. 
Meet at Coastguard Cottages car park. 
Map Ref: TM369431. Post Code: IP12 3BG 
What3Words: apes.term.pays Leader: Steve 
Fryett  Tel. 07593 382082. 

Saturday 20th September 10am to noon 
Portal Woodlands Conservation Group 
VOLUNTEER WORK MORNING
All ages welcome, no need to book. Meet 
at the Education Area. For more details of 
the Group’s events, and to check for date 
changes, please go to: pwcg.onesuffolk.net/ 
or join our members’ Facebook Group by 
messaging Duncan Sweeting.

Sunday 21st September 10am to 1pm 
Ipswich Wildlife Group SPRING WOOD 
WORK PARTY 
Meet at the field gate at top of bridleway 
in Kiln Meadow. Park on Marbled White 
Drive. Details from Gerry Donlon 07733 
968481

Wednesday 24th September 7.30pm SWT 
Ipswich Group TALK
Rivers in Suffolk. Methodist Church, Black 
Horse Lane, Ipswich IP1 2EF. £4

Thursday 25th September 7.30pm Suffolk 
Bird Group TALK
‘Birding South Africa’ and ‘Barn Owl 
Support Suffolk’ Katya Bathgate and 
Sally Nelson & Sarah Glyde. Hintlesham 
Community Centre, Timperleys, Hintlesham 
IP8 3PS 

Tuesday 30th September 10.30am RSPB 
Ipswich Group MIDWEEK WALK
Bourne Park and reedbeds. Meet at Stoke 
Park Drive car park IP2 8LT. TM152419

Events Diary
OCTOBER

Saturday 4th October 8am Suffolk Bird 
Group OUTDOOR EVENT
Autumn Open Morning at Landguard 
Bird Observatory. Meet at main car 
park, View Point Road, Felixstowe. Map 
Ref: TM284319. Post Code: IP11 3TW 
What3Words: teaching.kidney.hamsters 
Leader: Nigel Odin. For details contact Gi 
Grieco. Tel. 07951 482547. 

Thursday 9th October 7.30pm RSPB 
Ipswich Group INDOOR MEETING
‘Practical Ways to Help House Martins’ 
Martin Tickler, Suffolk Bird Group and BTO 
Volunteer. Rushmere St Andrew Church 
Hall, The Street, Rushmere IP5 1DH. Ample 
free parking and refreshments included. 
Group Members £3 Non-Members £5.

Sunday 12th October 9am RSPB Ipswich 
Group FIELD MEETING
East Lane Bawdsey for late autumn and 
early winter birds. A walk to Shingle Street 
and back. Meet at East Lane car park   IP12 
3AP. TM358402. 3-4 hrs. 3-4miles

Thursday 16th October 7.30pm Suffolk 
Bird Group TALK
‘Ospreys in Suffolk’ Tim Mackrill, Roy 
Dennis Foundation Please note venue: 
Woodbridge Community Hall, Station 
Road, Woodbridge, Suffolk, IP12 4AU (Joint 
talk with SWT Woodbridge Group; £4 
admission).

Saturday 18th October 11am – 2pm 
Friends of Holywells Park APPLE DAY
in the orchard on Holywells Park. Come 
along and enjoy the fruits of Autumn with 
freshly pressed apple juice and apples 
galore. Fun for all the family, free event, all 
welcome.

Sunday 19th October 9am Suffolk Bird 
Group OUTDOOR EVENT
Titchwell. Meet at the reserve car park. 
Map Ref: TF749436. Post Code: PE31 8ED 
What3Words: curls.grower.remembers 
Leaders: Adam Faiers Tel. 07708 521852 
and Anne Wright. Tel. 07767 755965.

Sunday 19th October 10am to noon 
Portal Woodlands Conservation Group 
VOLUNTEER WORK MORNING
All ages welcome, no need to book. Meet 
at the Education Area. For more details of 
the Group’s events, and to check for date 
changes, please go to: pwcg.onesuffolk.net/ 
or join our members’ Facebook Group by 
messaging Duncan Sweeting.

Sunday 19th October 10am to 1pm 
Ipswich Wildlife Group SPRING WOOD 
WORK PARTY 
Meet at the field gate at top of bridleway 
in Kiln Meadow. Park on Marbled White 
Drive. Details from Gerry Donlon 07733 
968481

Wednesday 22nd October 7.30pm SWT 
Ipswich Group TALK
Work of the Suffolk Owl Sanctuary. 
Methodist Church, Black Horse Lane, 
Ipswich IP1 2EF. £4

Saturday 25th October 10am to 3.30pm 
Ipswich Borough Council Wildlife Team/
Greenways WINTER MEGABASH 
Chantry Park. Join the Rangers, Greenways 
and others for a day of scrub clearing and 
dead hedging in Beechwater Meadow, 
Chantry Park – hopefully including a 
bonfire. Meet in the cricket pavilion car 
park at what.3.words location: ///jokes.
begun.spoon. More info from the Wildlife 
Team on 07747 475494 or email wildlife.
team@ipswich.gov.uk

Tuesday 28th October 10.30am RSPB 
Ipswich Group Midweek WALK
Christchurch Park for winter birds. Meet at 
Soane Street entrance IP4 2BE. TM165448

NOVEMBER

Saturday 8th November and Sunday 
9th November Suffolk Bird Group 
ORFORDNESS  RESERVE 
Some places available to stay overnight 
on Saturday in self-catering dormitories. 
Current entrance fees will apply. Limited 
to 12 spaces in total. Map Ref: TM425495. 
Post Code: IP12 2NU What3Words: 
permanent.jeeps.decrease For further 
details and to reserve your place, contact 
Gi Grieco. Tel. 07951 482547. Leaders: Gi 
Grieco and Eddie Bathgate. 

Saturday 15th November 10am to noon 
Portal Woodlands Conservation Group 
VOLUNTEER WORK MORNING
All ages welcome, no need to book. Meet 
at the Education Area. For more details of 
the Group’s events, and to check for date 
changes, please go to: pwcg.onesuffolk.net/ 
or join our members’ Facebook Group by 
messaging Duncan Sweeting.

Sunday 16th November 10am to 3.30pm 
Greenways Project WINTER MEGABASH 
Belstead Brook Park 1. Join Greenways, 
IWG and the Friends of BBP for a day of 
coppicing in Spring Wood. Meet by the 
stag beetle pile sculpture (what.3.words 
location: ///zebra.cyber.prude) Please park 
considerately in local streets or contact us 
for access to park on site. More info from 
Greenways: 07736 826076 or email james.
baker@ipswich.gov.uk

Sunday 16th November Suffolk Bird Group 
OUTDOOR EVENT
River Ore Boat Trip. For further details and 
to reserve your place, contact Gi Grieco. 
Tel. 07951 482547. Leader: Gi Grieco. 

Wednesday 26th November 7.30pm SWT 
Ipswich Group TALK
The Work of the Rural Crime Team. 
Methodist Church, Black Horse Lane, 
Ipswich IP1 2EF. £4

Thursday 27th November 7.30pm Suffolk 
Bird Group TALK
‘Birding Colombia – The World’s Most 
Diverse Bird Country’ Andrew Raine 
Hintlesham Community Centre, Timperleys, 
Hintlesham IP8 3PS.
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Regular Events
THIRD SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 10am - 
1pm SPRING WOOD WORK PARTY
Join Ipswich Wildlife Group for a morning 
of work in the wood. Meet at the field gate 
at top of bridleway in Kiln Meadow. Parking 
in Marbled White Drive. Details from Gerry 
Donlon 07733 968481

TUESDAYS 9.30am Greenways 
CONSERVATION WORK PARTY
The Project’s largest weekly work party – 
carrying out a wide range of practical tasks 
across the 50 or so sites that we manage. For 
all Greenways work parties, volunteers need 
to be registered via a short informal induction 
prior to joining us – please contact us for 
further details. Work party runs from 10am 
to about 4pm. Contact greenways.project@
ipswich.gov.uk or call 07736 826076

WEDNESDAYS 10am Friends of Holywells 
Park HOLYWELLS PARK WORK PARTY
Join our small team of volunteers 
doing valuable work around the Park.             
Contact Andy Smuk for details 01473 728907 

FIRST THURSDAY OF THE MONTH 
7.30pm - 9pm Ipswich Friends of the Earth 
MEETING - for venue please phone 07931 
585672 or see Facebook page www.facebook.
com/IpswichFOE/
 
SECOND THURSDAY OF THE MONTH 
10am Friends of The Dales WORK PARTY
Meet by the notice board at the lower entrance 
on Dales Road.

THURSDAYS 9.30am Greenways 
CONSERVATION WORK PARTY
A smaller group than on Tuesday, but operates 
in the same way – please see details above for 
Tuesdays Work Party

THIRD THURSDAY OF THE MONTH 
7 – 8pm ‘Green Drinks’ Dove Inn, Ipswich 
DRINKS AND CHAT
Join us at the Dove Inn for a drink, a chat and a 
bit of networking with other environmentally-
minded people. Look out for the ‘Green Drinks’ 
sign on the table. All welcome 

FRIDAYS 9.30am Greenways 
CONSERVATION WORK PARTY
Another opportunity to work on the 50 or so 
sites managed by the Project – please see the 
details above for Tuesdays Work Party 

EVERY FRIDAY 9.30am Ipswich Wildlife 
Group/Greenways BOX KIT MAKING
Come and join in making the kits for 
bird, hedgehog and insect habitat boxes 
for our Wildlife Homes project. Only the 
most rudimentary of woodworking skills 
needed. Volunteers need to be registered 
via an informal induction prior to joining us.        
More information from Martin Cant 07858 
436003 martin.cant@ntlworld.com

FRIDAYS 10am-11.30am Suffolk Wildlife Trust 

WILD TOTS 
Wild play activities for ages 18 months …– 5 
years old in Holywells Park. Book online 
suffolkwilldifetrust.org 

FIRST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH 
10am - 1pm Ipswich Wildlife Group 
RIVER WORK PARTY
A joint work party with the River Action Group 
along Alderman Canal and the River Gipping, 
maintaining footpaths and making these splendid 
waterways areas to be proud of. Usually meeting 
at Bibb Way alongside Alderman Road recreation 
ground, but please get in touch to confirm 
location More information from James Baker 
07736 826076

FIRST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH 10am 
Butterfly Conservation WORK PARTY 
(October to March). More information from 
Helen Saunders helens919@gmail.com

SECOND SATURDAY OF THE MONTH 
10am-12pm Suffolk Wildlife Trust WEEKEND 
WILDLIFE CLUB 
For 6 – 11 years olds. Meet new friends, 
get outdoors and earn awards. Join us in 
the beautiful, historic Holywells Park. Each 
month has a different wild theme. Book online 
suffolkwilldifetrust.org 

SECOND SATURDAY OF EACH MONTH 
10am - 1pm Friends of Belstead Brook Park 
CONSERVATION WORK PARTY
Come and join us for a morning working in the 
fresh air. For further details visit our website: 
wildipswich.org/fobbp 
or email fobbp@btinternet.com

SECOND SATURDAY OF THE MONTH  
10am - 12:30pm Suffolk Wildlife Trust 
NATURE CHAMPIONS: YOUNG WARDENS  
For 11-16 year olds in Holywells Park. Looking 
for practical experience, whilst making friends? 
If so, Young Wardens is the group for you!  
Book online suffolkwilldifetrust.org

FOURTH SATURDAY OF EACH MONTH 
Ipswich Wildlife Group 
BOTANICAL SURVEYING OF SPRING 
WOOD AND SURROUNDING AREA
Meet at 10am by the stag beetle sculpture 
near Spring Wood. Details from Leila 
ipswichwildlifegroup@gmail.com 

LAST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH 11am-1pm 
Suffolk Wildlife Trust ECO ACTIONISTS   
Location varies. A meet-up and creative session 
for 18-25 year-old eco actionists. Book online 
suffolkwilldifetrust.org 

MOST SATURDAYS 10.30am - 1pm Ipswich 
Wildlife Group Northgate Allotments 
WOODCRAFT & WILDLIFE
Get involved in coppicing and woodland skills 
at the Wildlife area. Call Geoff Sinclair to 
confirm dates 07860 595376

DECEMBER

Wednesday 10th December 7.30pm SWT 
Ipswich Group TALK
Secret Life of Swifts. Methodist Church, 
Black Horse Lane, Ipswich IP1 2EF. £4

Saturday 13th December 10am to 3.30pm 
Greenways Project WINTER MEGABASH 
Belstead Brook Park 2. Join Greenways, the 
Friends of Belstead Brook Park and others 
for a day of scrub management at Kiln 
Meadow Local Nature Reserve. Hopefully 
including a bonfire! Meet on site (parking 
available) near the metal bollard entrance 
off Bobbits Lane (what.3.words location: ///
ecologist.orchestra.effort)
More info from Greenways: 07736 826076 
or email james.baker@ipswich.gov.uk

Sunday 14th December 9am Suffolk Bird 
Group OUTDOOR EVENT
Felixstowe Ferry. Meet in the public parking 
area in front of the church. A short riverside 
walk, then a festive lunchtime snack if 
desired! Map Ref: TM328373. Post Code: 
IP11 9RZ What3Words: humidity.hiker.
lakeside Leader: Anne Wright. Tel. 07767 
755965.

Sunday 14th December 10am to noon 
Portal Woodlands Conservation Group 
VOLUNTEER WORK MORNING
All ages welcome, no need to book. Meet 
at the Education Area. For more details of 
the Group’s events, and to check for date 
changes, please go to: pwcg.onesuffolk.net/ 
or join our members’ Facebook Group by 
messaging Duncan Sweeting.

Sunday 21st December 10am to 1pm 
Ipswich Wildlife Group SPRING WOOD 
WORK PARTY 
Meet at the field gate at top of bridleway 
in Kiln Meadow. Park on Marbled White 
Drive. Details from Gerry Donlon 07733 
968481

JANUARY 2026

Saturday 17th January 2026 10am to 
3.30pm Greenways Project WINTER 
MEGABASH 
Martlesham Common Local Nature Reserve. 
Join Greenways and local volunteers 
for a day of heathland and woodland 
management, which may include a bonfire. 
Meet in the Community Centre Car park off 
Felixstowe Road, Martlesham. More info 
from Greenways: 07736 826076 or email 
james.baker@ipswich.gov.uk

Spring Wood Day 
2026

A reminder that Spring 

Wood Day now takes 

place every other year - 

next date will be  

Monday 4th May 2026.


